1829 French Regime in Wisconsin

while in onr hands? Return im peace, accept our present; we
will die together rather than give up a single one of these
Frenchmen.” .

The Renards, angered at this reply, arose with fire in their
eves; they threatened vengeance, made np their hundles and
crossed the river, and having met at a distance of three days’
jonrney from the Renard village a Kikapou and a Mascoutin
who were hunting, they massacred them withount pity, and car-
ried their scalps home with them.

This murder caused much disturbance amongst the Renards.
“We are lost beyond hope,” the old men exelaimed. ‘What,
vou foolish young men, it is but a slight thing in your eyes to
have raised up. against us all the nations that have sworn to
destroy us; you must likewise massacre our kinsmen! What
shall we do to atone for this murder?”

They at once dispatched five men to go and weep for the two
dead omes, and to offer themselves as expiatory vietims to the
bereaved old man who was not far from the renard village. As
soon as they appeared before him they spread out a white robe
on which two Renards stretched themselves quite naked.
“Revenge thyself, my brother,” they said to him in this humble
posture. “Thy children have been killed but we offer thee our
bodies; vent thy rage and thy just indignation upon us.”
The old man replied: “Our village is informed of your crime;
the matter is no longer in my hands; the decision rests with the
young Kikapou chiefs.” At these words the prostrate Renards
arose and returned home.

Two young Kikapous arrived shortly afterwards on the bank
of the river, and uttered death-yells at night. A pirogue was
sent for them and they related the sad event to their comrades.
The news spread consternation throughout the village. Nothing
was heard everywhere but weeping, lamentations, and horrible
yells. Couriers were at once sent to warn the Kikapous scat-
tered in the woods to quickly take refuge on the island. The
elders did not fail to come and reproach me with the death of
their young men. “You are the cause of our being massacred,”
they said, “and we are paying very dearly for the pleasure of
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